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Japan and America Garbage differences you

1. How to collect waste

First of all, the United States does not have a fixed garbage place like Japan. Instead, America has a big garbage box for dumping at
home. Throwing away the trash is very simple. Just separating the trash into the trash can and putting it in front of the house on the
day when the trash is collected. When collecting, an arm pops out from the garbage truck instead of a person and picks up the garbage
box as it is. The sight how the garbage is box is lightly lifted up and easily thrown into the garbage truck may be shocking for some
people who see it for the first time. I highly recommend you to actually see it in America.

Garbage is also collected at supermarkets such as Costco, which is famous in Japan. However, the difference from Japan is the
deposit system, which means the money gets refunded. Many supermarkets are equipped with a machine for collecting trash, and
when containers such as bottles and cans are placed, the money gets refunded. Depending on the area, private companies buy and
collect trash at supermarket parking lots, and by the weight and number, you may exchange for supermarket shopping vouchers or

cash. Both are installed to promote garbage separation and reuse.

2. Garbage separation and disposal method

Even though America has a culture of mass production and mass consumption, from the increasing environmental awareness,
America has detailed rules for trash separation from region to state. For example, the state of Michigan where I lived does not separate
garbage at all. Although there are places to sort at public facilities like schools, there are very few people who actually follow. On the
other hand, California has strict waste regulations and trash can be fractioned into three colors: blue, green, and black. Blue is for
recyclable plastics, glass, cans, paper and other resources, green is for compostable household waste and garden plants, and black is for
other landfill waste. In Japan, we mainly process trash by incinerating, but America has a large amount of land compared to Japan, so
most of the waste is landfilled. It may seem perfect for America with wide land, but it reduces equipment costs and labor costs by not

building incineration facilities. It seems garbage separation is highly involved with the method of garbage disposal.

3. Difference of consciousness toward garbage sorting

Even though there is a sorting system mentioned above, not every people follow the rules correctly and many areas does not
separate trash in the first place. Most Japanese people learn the importance of separating garbage from schools and parents, but
America is also low in school education. For instance, in elementary school cafeterias, a large amount of paper plates and plastic forks
are thrown together with leftover food in the trash can. Even in the classroom, handover prints and snack trash are both put into the
trash can. Moreover, since the custodians do all the cleaning at school, most students doesn't find it concerning. In this way, although
Japan has a habit of sorting and recycling, America has different rules depending on the area it seems that the awareness of trash

problems are low from an early age.

4. Conclusion

The amount of household waste in America was 260 million tons in 2014, which is more than five times the amount of 46 million
tons in Japan. And even if we consider per capita, Japan emissions about 1 kg a day, while America emissions about 2 kg a day, which
is overwhelmingly large in America.

This time, we only compared Japan and the United States, but we should find more differences by looking at the whole world. Based
on this, I think it is necessary for every one of us to have interest on waste. There are many things we can do, such as reducing leftover
food, suppressing waste, and further promotion for recycling. I believe that the whole society should place more interest and take
responsible action from each position, just like the SDGs 12t goal, "Responsible Consumption and Production".

(article Karen Konishi)
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